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Welcome

Good Morning and welcome to Girvan.  The 24th May 2010 marks 150 years to the very day that the railway reached the town.  In the ensuing years, the railway was instrumental in transforming not only Scotland, but also the UK and, ultimately the world.  As a means of transport it has brought about fundamental economic and political change and has helped shaped not only countries but, arguably, much of the globe as well.

Today, we commemorate the northern part of our local railway, the link from Glasgow, Ayr and Maybole.  Ultimately, a line to Stranraer and the prize of Ireland was the aim, but that was not to be realised for another 17 years.

We have put on today a programme of ceremonial, musical and art events to celebrate the role our railway has played in the development of Carrick.  The lyrics for both pieces of music have been specially written to both reflect the beauty and passion we feel for this land, and on a lighter note, something we can use to encourage people to travel on the line and see what wonderful places both Carrick and neighbouring Wigtownshire are.  We would also like you to reflect on the thousands of people who have travelled on the line over the years, some going to war never to return again, visitors enjoying a day out by the sea and those just travelling to work or college.  Spare a thought too for those who constructed the line and the drivers, firemen, guards, station staff, signallers and maintenance workers who have worked and still work the line so that you can get to your destination safely and, hopefully on time.

A brief history

The first ever train left Girvan at 6:30 am for Ayr.  It was a double celebration for the day was also Queen Victoria’s birthday.  Then, the station was sited down near the Water of Girvan where it flows into the harbour and out into the Firth of Clyde and remains of that first station are still visible.  The current station was opened 17 years later when the ultimate aim of building the line to Stranraer, and thus access to Ireland, was realised.  But it was only a primitive affair and was rebuilt in 1893.  The main station building caught fire in 1946 and its replacement, constructed in an art deco style to a 1930’s LMS design, opened in August 1951.  Girvan thus became the first post Second World War station in Scotland and the first under railway nationalisation, which had occurred on January 1st 1948.  It is a category B listed structure.  The only surviving remnants of the 1893 station are the platforms, the underpass and the station clock, currently under repair, which was saved by conscientious rail staff from being consumed by the fire.

Girvan is the busiest station on the Stranraer line and accounts for approximately half of all passengers.  At one time, the railway to Ayr conveyed coal from the South Ayrshire Coalfield, both to the harbour at Girvan, until the First World War and thereafter to Ayr.  The majority was exported to Ireland.  Other important commodities have been fish, ammunition from the former factory at Grangestone now a distillery, stone from the quarry at Killochan and Pyroligneous acid from a factory at Kilkerran.  When the railway opened in 1860 there was a new station built at Maybole and also at Crosshill, Kilkerran, Dailly and Killochan.  The last four have long since closed Crosshill by 1862 and the others in the 1950’s and 1960’s.  There were also two small halts for workers, one at Bargany, for colliers at the local pit, and the other at Grangestone.

There have been six operators of passenger trains on the line to Ayr and the company which operated for the longest period of time was the Glasgow & South Western Railway Company, which did so from 1860 until 1922, although for the first five years it didn’t own the line.  It was this company that adopted a cream and red paint scheme for its stations and these colours were continued right up until the new corporate ScotRail paint scheme was introduced in 2009.  They have been adopted by SAYLSA as recognition of the line’s heritage.

Programme of events

11:00
Arrival of VIP’s

11:05
Welcome and Introduction

Alasdair McNicoll

Project Director First ScotRail

Richard Carr

Chairman of the Stranraer to Ayr Line Support Association

11:10
Linking Lands of Scots and Gaels

(the SAYLSA hymn)

First verse instrumental (pipes only)

This is our railway let it always be

Ayr to Stranraer then ‘cross the Irish Sea

Green hills and forests pass by seamlessly

I know that my heart lies there patiently

Across the burn the wheels turn

And up the brae, pulling away

Linking lands of Scots and Gaels

over the iron rails

Guarding the entrance to the Firth of Clyde

Lies the island that fills us with pride

Over eleven hundred feet in height

Ailsa Craig is Girvan’s famous sight

Across the burn the wheels turn

And up the brae, pulling away

Linking lands of Scots and Gaels

over the iron rails

Beauty surrounding all that I can see

Carrick and Wigtownshire is home for me

I know that my heart lies there peacefully

In this land that lies beside the sea

Music: U. Roever and M. Korb, Words: R G Carr

Arrangement:  Wendy-Ann Wilson  Choir:  P5 Girvan Primary

Pipes;  Girvan Pipe Band

11:15
Unveiling of the 150-year commemorative plaque

Councillor Winifred Sloan, Provost of South Ayrshire and

Community Councillor Alec Clark, Girvan and District Community Council

11:20
Come to the Land of Heather

First verse instrumental (pipes only)

Come to the land of heather, green hills and sea together,

South West of Scotland is best viewed from the train

From Ayr down to Stranraer Harbour we know that rail is farther

But when you have seen it all, you’ll come back again

Burns home to Culzean Castle, Glenluce, Water of Assel

We’ve got it all for you to see and by train

So save the fuel and stress of driving, 

use the train for walks and cycling

Come to the South West and let’s travel by train

Music: Unknown, Words: R G Carr

Arrangement:  Wendy-Ann Wilson  Choir:  P5 Girvan Primary

Pipes;  Girvan Pipe Band

11:25
Presentations

11:30
Refreshments

These will be available in the waiting room inside the station building

11:40
“Made in Girvan”

Performed by P6 Girvan Primary

Exhibition

An art exhibition featuring work by young Scottish artist Leo du Feu, Girvan Academy and Girvan Primary is on display in the room at the signal box end of the station.
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