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Girls reach 
pinnacle  
of success
A quartet of friends put on 
their climbing boots on and 
set off on a fund-raising 
challenge to raise awareness 
of epilepsy.

Tracy Christine, Arlene 
Broll, Patricia McMaster  
and Mandy Gilmour trekked 
the zig-zag paths through 
tough terrain and landscape 
to conquer the highest 
mountain in Britain, Ben 
Nevis.

They decided to tackle 
the ascent after Tracy’s little 
girl was diagnosed with 
epilepsy, as they wanted to 
repay Epilepsy Scotland for 
all their support.

The girls are very proud 
of their efforts and want to 
thank everyone for helping 
them reach an amazing, ever-
growing total of £7569.71.

Reunited  Rev Arrick 
Wilkinson, Briggs and 
Sarah Cunningham 
and piper Billy Kenny

Couple ‘fell in’ to 
Maybole ancestry

seRendipity

has told us he has already penned 
in the day for us 10 years hence - 
and we look forward to reuniting 
with these lovely people again 
then, if not before.

“We are still so amazed that we 
‘fell into’ Culzean and Maybole, 
completely  w ithout  pr ior 
information of our ancestry, and 
found our family. That is true 
serendipity.

“Our thanks to everyone in 
Maybole for their kindness, 
hospitality, and amazing sense 
of humour!”

how everything fell into place.
Afterwards she emailed to say: 

“We can’t say enough how lovely 
it was to be welcomed so. Our 
vow renewal was perfect in every 
way. Arrick, Billy and the staff at 
Culzean ensured the surprise (for 
Briggs!) and the lovely ceremony 
was sweet and meaningful.

“The champagne, cake and 
laughter with those fine folks in 
the armoury of the castle after 
the ceremony was particularly 
special to us”.

“We can’t wait to return! Billy 

And a couple of weeks later, she 
emailed again to ask if it would be 
possible to surprise Briggs with 
a ‘re-commitment’ wedding 
ceremony at Culzean on their 
anniversary, and wondered if 
the minister who married them, 
and their original wedding piper, 
would be able to officiate.

Rev Wilkinson, now retired, 
and his wife Nan had moved to 
Ballantrae, but they, and piper 
Billy Kenny, were traced and 
appropriate arrangements were 
made. Sara was delighted with 

family backgrounds.
During those visits, they 

stayed at Culzean, worshipped 
at Kirkoswald Parish, and dined 
at their favourite pub, the Maybole 
Arms, where they still say “you 
can’t beat the steak pie”. And of 
course, they were made welcome 
everywhere.

In early August this year, Sara 
contacted Rich Pettit, Maybole’s 
webmaster,  to say the couple 
would be returning to Maybole  
to celebrate their tenth wedding 
anniversary in September.

Both Maybole and Culzean 
Castle have a rich and 
varied history of drawing 
visitors from all over the 
world, many of whom, like 
American couple Sara and 
Briggs Cunningham, keep 
returning.

In 2002, they decided they 
wanted to elope to Scotland. 
They had a feeling their families 
were from here, and wanted to 
be married in a castle, by the sea, 
and at sunset. A tall order, but 
Sara’s research found Culzean 
Castle, which they both agreed 
was ideal.

They were married by Rev Arrick 
Wilkinson of Kirksowald Parish at 
the castle overlooking the sea, and 
just as they had hoped, it was a 
perfect day.

A  f r a m e d  p o r t r a i t  o f  
William Cunningham, the 9th 
Earl of Glencairn, caught their 
attention, and was included in 
many of their wedding photos. 
The couple joked about him being 
‘Uncle Bill’!

When they returned home, 
Briggs’  mum gave them a 
forgotten document which had 
been packed away for years  
and was only discovered because 
of a house move a short time 
earlier.

The document traced the  
family history, which revealed 
his family not only came from 
the Maybole area, but that the 
9th Earl of Glencairn was a direct 
ancestor! 

The couple described that news 
as ‘serendipity’ and returned to 
celebrate both their first and  
fifth anniversaries in Maybole, 
while meeting up with old friends 
and researching more of their 
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‘Uncle Bill’ turns out to be one of the family

Pupils enchanted by Fairy Ring

At Gardenrose Primary School, pupils 
from Primary 2 and 2/1 have been 
learning about nature through their 
topic The Enchanted Forest.

Thanks to kind donations from 
parents and Gemmells  Garden Centre, 
the children were able to plant 311 
crocus bulbs in a Fairy Ring.

They were helped by mum Alison 
and Jamie, a S6 pupil from Carrick 
Academy who supports the school for 
an hour every week.

The children will hopefully see the 
magical wonder of nature in the spring 
time when they see their fairy ring of 
crocuses appear.

Community support for guides
The members of 1st Maybole Guides have 
received more help from the community.

David Malone from the town’s  
Co-operative Food supermarket presented 
them with a cheque for £500, made up of 
£220 from charity buckets in the shop and 
£280 from a bag pack.

 In addition, the Trefoil Guild, which 
supports new units by giving grants for 

leaders to provide resources for new 
members, supplied G Files (the official 
Guides handbook) and Patrol X-tras and 
visited the guides to present these 
important starter packs. 

The guides and guiders would like to 
thank both the Co-op and its customers,  
and the Trefoil Guild, for all their help in 
getting started.

Cheque this out  The guides are well supported by the community

The1st Maybole Rainbows are 
now up and running.

To help them get started, 
members from Maybole 
Trefoil Guild visited the girls 
to present them with some 
essential resources, and the 
girls were delighted to receive 
their Rainbow Bags, craft 
materials and programme 
resources.

Leaders Carol Briggs, Fiona 
Norbury, Julie Lynn and Liz 
Miller are very grateful to 
the Trefoil Guild for their 
support.

Rainbows are girls aged 
five to seven and they are 
the youngest members in 
Guiding.

They follow a programme 
called the Rainbow Jigsaw, 
through which they can 
take part in lots of different 
activities with girls their own 
age.

The four parts of the 
programme - Look, Learn, 
Laugh, Love - encourage 
the girls to learn about their 
environment and community, 
caring and sharing, being 
considerate and helpful.

They participate in a  
wide range of activities  
and, most importantly, have 
lots of fun playing games, 
singing, having parties and 
making a mess!

A n y o n e  i n t e r e s t e d 
in joining Rainbows in  
Carrick District can contact 
t h e  R a i n b o w  L e a d e r,  
Carol, at carol2112@tesco.
net  or District Commissioner 
Anne, at anne1stcrosshill@
hotmail.co.uk. 

 Alternatively, register 
through Join Us on https://
enquiryym.girlguiding.org.
uk/

They are also in need 
of  adult  volunteers  in  
some areas of  Car r ick  
District and would like to 
establish a Rainbow Section 
in Girvan.

If you are over 18yrs old and 
would like to get involved, 
you can contact District 
Commissioner Anne at the 
e-mail address above.
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Guild help  
complete 
Jigsaw for
Rainbows


